
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News 

GAINESVILLE - At its Octo-
ber 5 meeting, Gainesville City 
Council tabled a resolution au-
thorizing City Manager Barry 
Sullivan to sign a lease agreement 
with Enterprise FM Trust and 
Enterprise Fleet Management for 
leasing and maintenance of the 
city’s fl eet vehicles and for the 
sale of surplus city vehicles.

 “Th is is one of the lean projects 
that we’ve been working on this 
year,” Sullivan said. “And basical-
ly we wanted to see what would 
be more cost eff ective: leasing ve-
hicles with a higher, faster turn-
around or shorter life span on 
using the vehicles or [buying] ve-
hicles and replace what we have 
as we go along.”
 Enterprise Fleet Management 
senior account executive-North 
Texas Nick Hardwick noted 

Enterprise works with approxi-
mately 160 municipalities in 
Texas. “Th ey run the gamut in 
size… from your smallest cities 
in the world all the up to your 
[largest] cities in the world,” he 
said.
 Hardwick said the lease would 
allow the city to “run a newer, 
safer more effi  cient fl eet.” “Th at’s 
going to help reduce the burden 
to the taxpayer.”
 “If we sign this agreement with 

Enterprise,” Mayor Pro Tem Ken 
Keeler asked. “Enterprise will 
determine when we sell our ve-
hicles, not the city?”
 Hardwick said Enterprise 
would advise the city on the best 
time to sell a fl eet vehicle. He 
added the fi nal decision on sell-
ing would be up to the city.
 “Th e master contracts that are 
here tonight are truly master 
contracts,” Sullivan added. “Th ey

(Continued on Page 7)

By Delania Raney
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COOKE COUNTY – Early vot-
ing is set for 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Oct. 
18-29 for the Nov. 2, 2021 Con-
stitutional Amendment and Joint 
Election.  In addition to voting 
on constitutional amendments, 

eligible voters in certain precincts 
will be able to vote in bond elec-
tions for Gainesville ISD and 
Pilot Point ISD and a board of 
trustees election for Saint Jo ISD. 
Early voting also includes a spe-
cial election to approve or deny 
the creation of Cooke County 
Emergency Services District No. 

1. Only residents who would be 
members of the ESD are eligible 
to vote in the election.
 Early voting for the constitu-
tional amendment joint election, 
the school district elections and 
the ESD will take place at the 
Cooke County Courthouse an-
nex at 112 South Dixon Street in 

Gainesville.
 Voters in Precincts 1,2,3,4,5,6,
7,8,10,11,19,20,26,27,28,30,31
,33,34,35 and 37 are eligible to 
vote in the GISD bond election.
 Voters in portions of Precincts 
10 and 11 may vote in the Pilot 
Point ISD special election.

(Continued on Page 8)
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King
Around
Town

by Grice King

 October is Breast Cancer 
Awareness month. We will 
start seeing pink all around as 
multiple sports and activities 
try to help raise awareness to 
this deadly disease. It is esti-
mated that more than 281,550 
people will be diagnosed and 
43,600 will die from this dis-
ease in 2021 in our country. 1 
in 8 women (about 13%) will 
develop invasive breast cancer 
over the course of her lifetime. 
Early detection is the key, so 
screenings and exams are a 
valuable tool in helping us 
manage. Awareness helps save 
lives.

 Here is some more of what’s 
happening around town this 
week.

++++++++

 Callisburg Community 
Club will have their Monthly 
Meeting and Pot Luck Din-
ner on Monday, November 
1 at 6:30 pm at the Commu-
nity Building at 92 McDaniel 
Street. Following the Dinner, 
Guest Speaker Gainesville 
Mayor, Tommy Moore will be 
speaking about Gainesville Th e 
Medal Of Honor Host City 
Visitors are Welcome.  For Info 
Call 940-668-7216.

++++++++

 Th e Friends of Cooke Coun-
ty Public Library are having 
their Fall 2021 Booksale on 
Th ursday Oct 21 from 10:00 
am to 6:00 pm, and Friday 
Oct 22 from 11:00 am to 4:00 
pm at Bomber Bait Building, 
located at 332 Lindsay St. 
Gainesville, TX. 
 Th e shelves are full of new 
donations. Special 1/2 price 
authors are: Danielle Steele; 
Carol Ann Clark; Mary Hig-
gins Clark; Mary Jane Clark; 
Fern Michaels; Jonathan

(Continued on Page 7)
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GAINESVILLE- Th e Gainesville 
Hospital District Board of Direc-
tors approved the operating and 
capital budget for FY 2021-2022 
and voted to adopt the tax rate 
for FY 2021.
 First, Chief Financial Offi  cer 
Shelle Diehm presented the July 
and August fi nancial report.
 Th e income statement shows 
the district has exceeded income 
for the previous two months by 
$138,000, she said. She noted 
the increase was infl uenced by 
taxes being collected “at a little 
higher rate and delinquent tax-
es.”
 Year-to-date the district is 
$361,000 above budget.
 Th e biggest line item for the 
hospital is Indigent Care (IGT). 
“If you see the year to date, it’s 
$2,750,000,” Diehm said re-
ferring to a series of charts pre-

sented electronically. “It looks 
like this actual number is only 
going to come in at $1.9 mil-
lion. So next month we’ll have a 
pickup of $850,000 if we true up 
that expense. Th ere’s been a lot of 
movement around and changes 
in the state program. We weren’t 
sure what we’d have left for the 
year.”
 Total use of funds was 
$879,000 compared to a budget 
of $1.3 million.
 “We had less expenses than we 
had anticipated by $123,000,” 
she said. “If you look at over-
all change in fund balance we 
had a -$17,0000 compared to 
a -$250,000 on budget. We ex-
ceeded our budget by $233,000, 
and when you look at it year to 
date, we are $966,000 ahead of 
budget. And then of course, we’ll 
have an adjustment next month 
that will put us even further.”
 Diehm also discussed some 
positive fi nancial news for the 

hospital.
 “If you look at the balance 
sheet, you can see that, and I 
didn’t put this on there and I’ll 
start doing this prior month,” 
Diehm said. “We had $9 million 
in cash at the beginning and at 
the end of June, and you can see 
we had $10.4 million in July.”
 Th e hospital made a $1.25 
million payment to fi nish pay-
ing the $7.5 million over three 
years working capital. “Th at is 
fully paid as of July,” Diehm said. 
Th e original agreement estimated 
payback would take three to four 
years “and we’ve got that in two 
years and eight months. I think 
that speaks volumes to how the 
hospital is doing. Of course, a lot 
of that is because of those IGTs 
that the district does for the hos-
pital.”
 In July, total assets were $34 
million in July and they went 
down to $32 million in Au-
gust. “Th at had to do with the 

repayment of the bond debt,” 
Deihm said. “In August we had 
a bond payment of interest of 
$1,071,000 and the total with 
principal was $2.5 million so it 
was $1,480,000 on the princi-
ple.”
 She also noted the tax base 
funds I&S and M&O.
 “From the beginning of this 
year, to the eleventh month of 
the fi scal year there’s an increase 
in cash of $3.2 million,” Diehm 
said. 
 Th e board of directors ap-
proved the July and August fi -
nancial report.
 District Vice President Kari 
Hutcherson updated the direc-
tors on the Hospital Board.
 “Staffi  ng continues to be the 
biggest challenge mainly nurses,” 
Hutcherson said. “Th e state has 
sent 30 contract nurses. In Au-
gust our ER visits hit 1,600, and 
we had the highest number of

(Continued on Page 9)

NTMC Sets Budget, Tax Rate

Depot Day Success - The city of Gainesville held its annual Depot Day at 
the Gainesville Farmers Market on Saturday, October 9. The celebration in-
cluded an antique auto show, vendors, a pumpkin patch and live music. 
Large crowds showed to enjoy the festivities.   (The Weekly News  Photos)  
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COOKE COUNTY – For 
decades, the First Christian 
Church of Gainesville has 
made outreach to those less 
fortunate a priority, espe-
cially in Cooke County.  In 
its 19th year, Coats for Kids 
is the largest outreach proj-
ect of the year, preceded by 
its major funding event, 
Th e Coats for Kids Chili 
Th rowdown.  Th is year is 
no diff erent.
 On October 17, 2021, 
the Charlie Brown Chili 
Th rowdown will stir the 
sight, sound, smell, and 

TASTE of all descending 
upon the Christian Life 
Center at First Christian 
Church.  Th e excitement 
begins with worship at 
10:00 a.m. and the Th row-
down competition is at 
11:00a.m.  Th e honored 
judges will be educators of 
Cooke county.
 First Christian Church 
has given over 12,000 
warm coats to cool kids 
in need the past 18 years.  
To be eligible to receive a 
coat, the child must attend 
Cooke County schools, 

Pre-K through high school.  
Vouchers have been distrib-
uted to all county schools 
and may redeemed any 
of the days listed on the 
voucher.  Th e child must be 
present to receive a coat.
 First Christian Church is 
located 401 N. Dixon St. 
In Gainesville. Th e Charlie 
Brown Chili Th rowdown is 
a free event, but donations 
are welcome.  Team dead-
line is Friday, October 15 at 
noon.  For more informa-
tion, please call 940/665-
2053.

Coats for Kids Th rowdown 

Planned for October 17

YOUR TIME IS 
VALUABLE… 

ISN’T IT?
Remember when you got your paycheck in person, waited in line, cashed 

worth more than that? If you’re still waiting in lines, it’s time to get smart 
and get in the fast lane with Direct Deposit. It’s automatic and quick. See 
us today.

Muenster State Bank
1601 W. Hwy 82, Gainesville

940/665-7900
201 N. Main St., Muenster

940/759-2257

DRY CLEAN
SUPER CENTER

1001 E. California St • Gainesville • 940-665-0048
M-F 7am - 7pm (In by 9 out by 6) • Sat. 9am - 2pm

CONVENIENT DRIVE-THRU

Prices Valid thru October 31, 2021.

Always Military, Police and 
Fire Uniforms Cleaned FREE!

Shirts $2.59
Wednesday Special. Every Other Day $2.89.

Dry Cleaning $3.39
Most Garments. Some Exceptions Apply.

Jeans $4.89
Cowboy Starched.

Comforters $27.09
Down Comforters $36.05.

www.drycleansupercenter.com

Medical Specialist for Adults
Diabetes | Hypertension | Heart Disease 
IBS | Arthritis | Anxiety | Fibromyalgia 
Joint Pain | Depression | Chr nic Pain

Dr. V.K. Agarwal, MD MACP
Board Certi  ed in Internal Medicine 1994, 2004, 2014

Clinical Assistant Professor at University of North Texas
Ex-Assistant Professor at University of Florida

Gold Medalist MD (India)

Monday thru Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m. • Sat & Sun by appointment

940-668-1100
715 E. California St., Suite D • Gainesville

Medicare, Medicaid and all insurances accepted or cash pay.

Grand Jury Issues 35 Felony 

Indictments in August
GAINESVILLE- A Cooke 
County Grand Jury issued 
35 indictments in August. 
 Donald Leroy Cosgrove, 
49, was indicted for the 
July 30, 2021 fi rst degree 
felony off ense of manu-
facture/delivery of a con-
trolled substance less than 
200 grams.
 Joe Paul Crisp, 46, was 
indicted for the Aug. 12, 
2021 state jail felony of-
fense of theft of property 
less than $2,500 with two 
or more previous convic-
tions.
 Amy Elizabeth Franco, 
45, was indicted for the 
July 18, 2021 state jail  
felony off ense of theft of 
property less than $2,500 
with two or more previous 
convictions.
 Richard D. Glaze, 55, 
was indicted for the July 
30, 2021 state jail felony 
off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than one gram.
 Kurt Andrew Graf, 54, 
was indicted for the Aug. 
1, 2021 fi rst degree felony 
off ense of manufacture/de-
livery of a controlled sub-
stance less than 200 grams.
 Nikolai Knud 
Hannemann, 20, was in-
dicted for the July 7, 2021 
third degree felony off ense 
of assault family violence 
impede breath/circulation.
 Michael Jesus Herrera, 
22, was indicted for the 
June 22, 2021 fi rst degree 
felony off ense of engag-
ing in organized criminal 

activity-aggravated assault 
with a deadly weapon and 
for the June 17, 2021 fi rst 
degree felony off ense of en-
gaging in organized crimi-
nal activity- aggravated as-
sault with a deadly weapon.
 Latoya Leslie Johnson, 
41, was indicted for the 
July 22, 2021 state jail felo-
ny off ense of possession of 
a controlled substance less 
than one gram.
 Edward Charles John-
son, 44, was indicted for 
the July 6, 2021 state jail 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram.
 Warren Gene Kempt, 
36, was indicted for the 
Aug. 2, 2021 second de-
gree felony off ense of rob-
bery.
 Destiny Cheyenne 
Lydelle Kirk, 22, was in-
dicted for the July 29, 
2021 third degree felony 
off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance with 
intent to deliver less than 
28 grams.
 Rycke Lee Langley, 49, 
was indicted for the July 
27, 2021 state jail felony 
off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than one gram.
 Teresa Martinez, 39, was 
indicted for the June 6, 
2021 third degree felony 
off ense of driving while in-
toxicated third or more.
 Zebulon Ray McDer-
mand, 42, was indicted for 
the March 25, 2021 third 
degree felony off ense of 

possession of a controlled 
substance less than four 
grams, fr the March 11, 
2021 second degree felony 
off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than 200 grams and for the 
March 11, 2021 state jail 
felony off ense of fraudu-
lent use/possession of iden-
tifying information.
 Kaleb Boyd McIntire, 
35, was indicted for the 
July 21, 2021 state jail fel-
ony off ense of abandoning 
or endangering a child.
 Abel Mendez, 19, was 
indicted for the June 22, 
2021 fi rst degree felony 
off ense of engaging in or-
ganized criminal activity- 
aggravated assault with a 
deadly weapon.
 Carlos Alfonso Mendez-
Lopez, 25, was indicted 
for the June 25, 2021 third 
degree felony of evading 
arrest, detention with a ve-
hicle.
 Julia Lynn Petty, 31, was 
indicted for the April 25, 
2021 third degree felony 
off ense of fraudulent use/
possession of identifying 
information.
 Porfi rio Dunilo Ramirez-
Juarez, 21, was indicted for 
the July 18, 2021 state jail 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram.
 Camron Rios, 33, was 
indicted for the July 19, 
2021 state jail felony of-
fense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than one gram.

 Alan Giovan Rodriguez-
Castillo, 24, was indicted 
for the June 30, 2021 third 
degree felony off ense of 
possession of child pornog-
raphy and for the Sept. 1, 
2020 second degree felony 
off ense of online solicita-
tion of a minor/sexual con-
duct.
 Leonardo Rodriguez-
Hidalgo, 42, was indicted 
for the July 15, 2021 sec-
ond degree felony off ense 
of evading or attempting 
to evade motor fuel tax, 
for the July 15, 2021 sec-
ond degree felony off ense 
of transporting motor fuel 
without shipping docu-
ments and for the July 15, 
2021 third degree felony 
off ense of unlawful use of 
criminal instrument.
 Reinaldo Rodriguez-
Moya, 50, was indicted 
for the July 15, 2021 sec-
ond degree felony off ense 
of evading or attempt to 
evade motor fuel tax, for 
the July 15, 2021 third 
degree felony off ense of 
unlawful use of criminal 
instrument and for the July 
15, 2021 second degree fel-
ony off ense of transporting 
motor fuel without ship-
ping documents.
 Jose Alfredo Salinas, 18, 
was indicted for the June 
22, 2021 fi rst degree felony 
off ense of engaging in or-
ganized criminal activity-
aggravated assault with a 

(Continued on Page 6)



Renada Henderson

Services
 Renada Diann Hender-
son, 51, of Gainesville, TX, 
passed away October 3, 
2021 in Denton, TX. Mrs. 
Henderson will be laid to 
rest at Mount McCurry 
Cemetery in Rudy, AR.  A 
celebration of her life will be 
announced by the family at 
a later date.  
History
 Renada was born March 
4, 1970 in Fort Smith, AR.  
She was raised in Rudy, AR 
and graduated from Alma 
schools.  Renada attended 
the University of Arkansas 
and University of State of 
New York, graduating with 
her Bachelor’s Degree in So-
ciology and Psychology.  She 
married Timothy Hender-
son at First Baptist Church 
of Alma, AR on March 24, 
1988.
 Mrs. Henderson had a ca-
reer as a Real Estate Analyst 
and Homebuilder, but her 
true calling was her career in 
counseling.  She truly loved 
caring for others and always 
had a special way with the 
words her patients needed.  
Mrs. Henderson was a mem-
ber of the Rudy Fellowship 
in YHVH in Rudy, AR.  She 
loved to travel and spend 
time with her family.  Above 
all else, Mrs. Henderson 
was a devoted wife, mother, 
grandmother, daughter, sis-
ter, aunt, and great aunt.  
Family meant everything to 
her and it was evidenced in 
the love she gave.
Survivors
 Survivors include: hus-
band, Dr. Timothy Hen-
derson, D.C. of Gaines-
ville, TX; daughter, Grace 
Smith and husband, Kyle of 
Gainesville; grandchildren: 
Jayden Hope, Lilli Faith, 
and Layken Love; sister, 
Jennifer Robertson and hus-
band, Brent of Rudy, AR; 
parents, George and Phyllis 
Rudy of Rudy; and nephew, 
Chase Davis and wife, Me-
gan and three great nieces of 
Rudy.
 Mrs. Henderson was pre-

ceded in death by: brother, 
Doug Rudy.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Reita Lynn Smith

Services
 Reita Lynn Smith, 82, 
passed from this life to her 
heavenly home on October 
8, 2021, at the North Texas 
Medical Center surrounded 
by her family. 
 Visitation will be held 
on Monday, October 11, 
2021, from 6:00 to 8:00 pm 
at Meador Funeral Home 
Chapel in Gainesville, TX. 
Funeral service will be held 
on Tuesday, October 12, 
2021, at 10:00 AM at the 
Meador Funeral Home 
Chapel with burial to follow 
at Fairview Cemetery. Pall-
bearers will be Matt Smith, 
Brandon Smith, Jarrid Hill, 
Jordan Hall, Derick Murray 
and Brett Marion.
History
 Reita was born on July 28, 
1939, in Gainesville, TX to 
Osie and Jewell Murray. She 
married Paul Smith on July 
21, 1959. 
 She was in the Gainesville 
High School Class of 1957. 
She worked for Linda Jo 
Shoe Factory as a home shoe 
lacer. Th en she started baby-
sitting kids in her home. 
She loved those kids like 
they were her own. Even af-
ter those kids grew up, they 
remained a special part of 
her life. Christmas was her 
favorite time of the year. 
Having everyone over and 
watching her family open 
gifts meant everything to 
her. Th e laughter sounds of 
paper ripping and the deli-
cious smell of food coming 
from the kitchen made for 
the perfect morning and if 
you were lucky enough to 
get to eat her homemade 
cornbread dressing, you 
were indeed blessed. It was 
a stable every Th anksgiving 
and Christmas. Even in her 
later years when it became 
diffi  cult for her to walk, she 
would make her dressing be-

cause she loved her family, 
and we sure loved her dress-
ing. 
 Reita attended Central 
Baptist Church for over 
50years. She accepted Je-
sus as her savior at a young 
age and her hope and many 
prayers was that her family 
would do the same. Reita 
was a beautiful soul who 
was devoted to God and her 
family. She was a beloved 
mother, sister, aunt, grand-
mother and great-grand-
mother. She will be greatly 
missed here on earth, but 
we know she is rejoicing in 
heaven with Jesus, and we 
will see her again. 
Survivors
 Reita is preceded in death 
by her parents Osie and 
Jewell Murray. Her husband 
Paul Smith. Her sisters Dean 
Childress and Jane Foster 
and brothers-in-law Paul 
Childress and Lloyd Foster. 
 She is survived by her son 
Kevin Smith; son Darrin 
Smith and wife Amy Smith; 
daughter Kelly Smith; sister 
Linda Marion and husband 
Larry Marion; brother Phil-
lip Murray and wife Nancy 
Murray; brother Ronnie 
Murray and wife Nancy 
Murray. Granddaughter 
Tori Hill and husband Jarrid 
Hill; grandsons Matt Smith 
and Brandon Smith; great-
grandsons Gage and Gavin 
Hill. 

Jerry Ronald Estes

Services
 Mr. Jerry Estes of Gaines-
ville passed away peacefully 
at the age of 84 on Octo-
ber 5, 2021, in Gainesville.  
Visitation is scheduled for 
Th ursday, October 14th 
from 10 am – 12 pm at Geo. 
J.  Carroll & Son Funeral 
Home.  Graveside service 
will be held later that day at 
2:00 pm at Fairview Cem-
etery. 
History
 Jerry was born on June 
15, 1937, in Gainesville to 
Frank Estes and Dorothy 
(Terry) Estes.  He attended 
Gainesville schools and Ar-

lington State University 
(UT Arlington).  He mar-
ried Phyllis Lewis on July 
30, 1960, in Gainesville, 
and they celebrated 61 years 
together before his pass-
ing.  He was employed by 
Texas Instruments in Dal-
las and Varo Manufacturing 
in Garland before returning 
to Gainesville in 1968 to 
be co-owner of Gainesville 
Foundry until his retirement 
in 2006.
 He was a member of Hill-
crest Church of Christ for 
almost 40 years where he 
served several years as a dea-
con.   He was well known for 
being strong in his faith and 
a very devoted Christian.  A 
loving and supportive hus-
band and father, his knowl-
edge and guidance were the 
foundations of his family.
 Besides the love he had 
for his church and family, 
he was an enthusiast of fl y-
ing, hunting, fi shing, and 
riding motorcycles.  Memo-
ries made with family and 
friends will be remembered 
and he will be truly missed. 
Survivors
 Jerry is survived by his 
wife Phyllis of Gainesville, 
daughter Donna Fenley and 
husband Bradley of Lake 
Dallas, daughter Lisa Estes 
of Gainesville, sister Gloria 
Reeves and husband Robert 
of Valley Mills, sister-in-law 
Shirley Weems of Lindsay, 
and sister-in-law Dorthy 
Lewis of Gainesville, grand-
son Jared Fenley of Lake 
Dallas, along with several 
nieces and nephews.
 He was preceded in death 
by his parents, sister Mary 
Th ompkins, parents-in-law 
Garreth and Geraldine Lew-
is, sister-in-law Connie Em-
berton, and brother-in-law 
Ralph Lewis all of Gaines-
ville.
 You may sign the online 
registry at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Tom H. Wolfe

Services
 Tom H. Wolfe of De-
catur, TX, formerly of 
Gainesville, passed away 
on October 8, 2021.  A 
celebration of Tom’s life 
will be held at Geo. J. Car-
roll & Son Funeral Home 
in Gainesville, TX at 10:00 
A.M. on Monday, October 
11, 2021, with a visitation 
hour starting at 9:00 A.M.
History
 Tom was born on De-
cember 20, 1927, in Em-
ory, Texas. He was the 7th 
son to H.W. “Hub” and 
Ora Pearl Campbell Wolfe. 
He was raised in Th acker-
ville, OK along with his 9 
brothers and 1 sister.
 Th e “Wolfe boys” loved 
hunting and especially 

fi shing together and were 
always getting into trou-
ble somewhere, somehow. 
Many of their weekends 
together were spent “on 
the river,” grabbling and 
running trot lines. Th ey all 
loved playing 42 and in-
cluded their little sister in 
this.
 Tom served in the Navy 
at the end of WWII. He 
was stationed at Pearl Har-
bor in 1945, following the 
infamous attack. 
 In 1948 Tom met and 
married Violet James, of 
Kentucky. Tom and Vio-
let just celebrated their 
73rd wedding anniversary 
on October 6th. Together 
they had fi ve children that 
they raised in Gainesville, 
Texas.  As a family they en-
joyed time together boat-
ing, fi shing, and skiing.
 Tom loved watching the 
Rangers, tending his veg-
etable garden, and having 
coff ee while playing cards 
and dominos at the VFW. 
He spent most of his work-
ing career as a boilermaker 
leading a loyal group of 
men all over the USA, 
building processing tow-
ers in chemical plants. He 
retired at a young 62 and 
spent a lot of time with 
his grandchildren and 
great grandchildren who 
all loved being with their 
“Papa Wolfe.” 
Survivors
 He will be greatly missed 
but is leaving behind a 
wonderful legacy.  Tom 
is survived by his loving 
wife, Violet; his son, L.T. 
“Tommy” Wolfe & wife, 
Marti of New Castle, CO; 
daughter, Donna Buttrill 
of Melissa, TX; son, Sam 
Wolfe and wife, Janna of 
Whitesboro, TX; daugh-
ter, Wendy Trammell and 
husband, Randy of De-
catur, TX; grandchildren, 
Brenda (Tim) Morrow; 
Melissa (Harlan) Hobson; 
Jake Wolfe; Tyler Wolfe; 
Misty (Simon) Terry; 
Kayli (Johnny) Daniels; 
Eric (Brittany) Gaston; 
Heath Wolfe; Seth (Jor-
dan)Wolfe; Becca (Trey) 
Dunn; Brittney (Josh) Yo-
der; Stacey (John) Ingham; 
24 great grandchildren, 11 
great-great grandchildren 
& another on the way; sis-
ter, Helen Rogers of Plain-
view, Tx, & many nieces 
and nephews.  
 He will be greeted in 
heaven by many loved ones 
as he was preceded in death 
by his daughter, Linda K. 
Smith; his granddaughter, 
Brooke Sheree Trammell; & 
great grandson, Lucus Gar-
rett Daniels.  He was also 
proceeded by his parents 
& siblings: Merl Wolfe, 
H.W. “Cotton” Wolfe, 
William “Bill” Wolfe, Olan 
Wolfe, Paul Ray Wolfe, Jim 
Wolfe, Frank Wolfe, Wal-
lace Wolfe, & Travis Wolfe.  
Tom was the last of the 
“Wolfe boys” to go home.  
Donations
 Memorial contributions 
can be made to Meals on 
Wheels, Wise County.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Jimmy Carroll Jones

Services
 Jimmy Carroll Jones was 
born on March 24, 1938 in 
Walnut Bend, TX.  He went 
home to be with his Lord on 
October 6, 2021. A funeral 
service will be held at 2:00 
PM Monday, October 11, 
2021 at Geo. J. Carroll & 
Son Funeral Home.  Burial 
will follow in Fairview Cem-
etery.  A visitation is sched-
uled for Sunday from 5:00 
to 7:30 PM.
History
 Jimmy wore many hats.  
He was a construction and 
trucking entrepreneur.  He 
owned many rock quarries 
around North Texas.  He 
also helped with the recon-
struction of New Orleans 
after Hurricane Katrina.  He 
was an expert heavy equip-
ment operator and licensed 
pilot.
 Mr. Jones was an ordained 
minister and an elder at the 
Church of Jesus Christ (Riv-
er Alive).  He was an accom-
plished musician, singing 
and playing with his family 
group 1 A Chord.  He re-
ceived several awards in the 
gospel music industry, in-
cluding being inducted into 
the International Country 
Gospel Music Association 
Hall of Fame.  Recently he 
received an Honorary Doc-
torate for television evange-
lism for Emmanuel Baptist 
University.
 Jimmy was a visionary 
who pioneered country gos-
pel music with an award-
winning television program 
for the last 26 years called 
Texas County Gospel.  Th is 
program led to the purchase 
of the Gospel Music Televi-
sion Network, now called 
Family Friendly Entertain-
ment.  His legacy will live on 
through music and video.
Survivors
 Jimmy was preceded in 
death by his parents Jack 
Albert and Velma Lambert 
Jones and his son Jimmy 
“Jimbo” Carroll Jones, Jr.
 Mr. Jones is survived by 
his wife of 65 years, Doro-
thy Fay; daughter Mary 
Fay Jackson of Gainesville; 
daughter and son-in-law 
Connie and Phil Hiser of 
Horseshoe Bay; daughter 
Bonnie Baerwald; daughter 
and son-in-law Diana and 
David Th omas of Nash-
ville; daughter Carla Jones 
of Pearland; son Timothy 
Jones of Gainesville; son 
David Jones of Gainesville; 
son and daughter-in-law 
Mike and Barbara Jones of 
Walnut Bend; 22 grandchil-
dren; 30 great-grandchil-
dren.  His is also survived 
by his sister Connie Perry 
of Gainesville; brother and

(Continued on Page 9)
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                   of Cooke County

Letter Policy
Th e Weekly News of Cooke County invites its readers to 
submit letters to the editor. Letters should include the 
author’s name, address and daytime phone number. 
No letter will be printed without confi rmation from 
the author. Letters should be brief and to-the-point. 
Lengthy letters may require condensing. Confi rmed 
letters will be printed as space allows. Letters that are 
not signed, contain personal attacks or ask that the 
author’s name be withheld will not be printed.
 Letters to the Editor will be printed without cor-
rections of spelling or grammar. Inappropriate lan-
guage will be removed. 
 Only one (1) letter will be published per month 
that are written by the same person.
 Published letters refl ect only the opinion of the 
author and not of Th e Weekly News of Cooke County. 

 Letters should be submitted to: 
   Th e Weekly News of Cooke County
   216 W. Pecan Street
   Gainesville, Texas 76240

or e-mail letters to:
Grice.King@Th eWeeklyNewsCC.com 

Opinions
Patrick J. Buchanan

Are China’s Th reats to Taiwan a Bluff ?

By Patrick J. Buchanan

 Monday, four dozen 
Chinese military aircraft 
fl ew into Taiwan’s air de-
fense zone, climaxing a 
weekend of provocations 
that saw nearly 150 sorties 
of China-based fi ghters 
and bombers.
 Th e U.S. State Depart-
ment countered by issuing 
a stern statement warning 
Beijing about the adverse 
eff ect on regional “stabil-
ity” of such “provocative 
military activity.”  
 Yet even as the waves 
of Chinese military air-
craft entered Taiwan’s air 
defense zone, President 
Joe Biden was reassuring 
Japan’s new Prime Min-
ister Fumio Kishida that 
the U.S. would defend the 
Senkakus from any Chi-

nese attack.  
 Controlled by Japan 
but claimed by China, the 
Senkakus are uninhabited 
rocks in the East China 
Sea.
 Our alliances in the Pa-
cifi c dating to the 1950s 
have put us in an odd po-
sition. Th e Biden admin-
istration says it will fi ght 
to defend the Senkakus 
and fi ght if the Philip-
pines attempt a military 
retrieval of atolls and reefs 
in the South China Sea 
that China has seized, oc-
cupied and fortifi ed.
 For Taiwan, however, 
a democratic island of 
14,000 square miles and 
23 million people, and for 
Hong Kong, a formerly 
free city of 7 million, we 
will not commit to fi ght -- 
though human rights and 
democracy are said to be 
central to the Biden for-
eign policy.
 We will fi ght for Japan’s 
right to hold the Senkakus 
and Manila’s right to re-
trieve Mischief Reef, but 
not to ensure the rights of 
the 30 million people of 
Hong Kong and Taiwan.
 What is China, dis-
patching bombers and 
fi ghters around the south-
ern and eastern coasts of 

Taiwan, up to? 
 Th is is an unmistakable 
message to America that, 
about Taiwan, Beijing is 
serious. China is warning 
the U.S. and its allied and 
associated powers -- Aus-
tralia, Japan, India -- that 
it will, in the last analysis, 
fi ght to prevent an inde-
pendent Taiwan.  
 Taiwan is a red line for 
China. Is it for us?
 Th is latest challenge 
comes after the public 
humiliation of the Unit-
ed States in Afghanistan, 
about which China has 
been crowing since Au-
gust. 
 Yet, these four days of 
Chinese intrusions into 
the air defense zone of 
Taiwan do not necessarily 
portend an imminent in-
vasion or attack.
 For such an attack 
would risk a U.S. response 
in East Asia and a political 
and diplomatic confronta-
tion if not a military one. 
Th e impact on the world 
economy of a collision be-
tween the world’s largest 
militaries and the world’s 
largest economies would 
be devastating.  
 Th e stakes involved 
here are huge, but who 
would benefi t from such 

a war?
 If after the fall of Af-
ghanistan and the humili-
ation of the U.S. defeat 
and departure, the U.S. 
abandoned Taiwan, U.S. 
credibility would be shot 
in Asia. Asia and the world 
would conclude that Chi-
na owned the future.
 As for credibility, China 
has a well-established re-
cord. 
 China started and fi n-
ished the recent war in the 
Himalayas with India. It 
warned Hong Kong to sti-
fl e the democracy protests 
that went violent in 2019. 
When Hong Kong failed 
to do so, Beijing acted and 
is now completing the full 
absorption of the city into 
the mainland.
 On its warnings and 
threats, China tends to 
follow through.
 Of all the islets and reefs 
in the South China Sea it 
has taken from Vietnam, 
the Philippines and oth-
er neighbors, China has 
surrendered not a one. 
Th ough charged with 
“genocide” against the 
Uyghurs, it has persisted 
in its persecution, as it 
has in its suppression of 
Tibetans and Christians.  
 Chinese President Xi 

Jinping and his party are 
unapologetic about their 
Communist values and 
Marxist beliefs.  
 Still, China has its 
problems, none of which 
would be solved and all 
of which would be exacer-
bated by any major clash 
with the United States.
 China is facing energy 
shortages and blackouts 
from a lack of fuel for its 
coal-fi red power plants, its 
primary source of energy.  
 After decades of a “one 
couple, one child” policy, 
China is facing a demo-
graphic crisis. In parts of 
the country, deaths now 
exceed births. China’s 
women have a fertility 
rate below replacement 
levels. China is aging and 
shrinking, and declining 
populations correspond 
with declining powers.
 But if it is hard to see 
any benefi t to China to 
come out of war with the 
United States, it is equally 
hard to see any benefi t for 
the USA.
 China will never relin-
quish its claim to Taiwan, 
whose independence is 
recognized today by only 
a handful of nations. 
 China is a nation many 
fear and respect, but whose 

regime few see as a friend. 
For Beijing has historic 
claims in every direction 
-- on lands held by Russia 
and India, and to islands 
and reefs claimed by Viet-
nam, Malaysia, Singapore, 
Brunei, the Philippines 
and Japan. It has a claim 
on Taiwan and on all the 
islands Taiwan claims in 
the East and South China 
Seas.  
 Yet, though facing the 
world’s most menacing 
power 100 miles away, 
Taiwan, as of 2019, was 
still spending less than 2% 
of GDP on defense.
 Refusing to invest in 
your own defense, and re-
lying on America to come 
and fi ght your wars, seems 
to be a tradition with 
America’s allies.
 Patrick J. Buchanan is 
the author of “Nixon’s 
White House Wars: Th e 
Battles Th at Made and 
Broke a President and 
Divided America For-
ever.” To fi nd out more 
about Patrick Buchanan 
and read features by other 
Creators writers and car-
toonists, visit the Creators 
website at www.creators.
com.
 COPYRIGHT 2021 
CREATORS.COM

Editor’s note – Letters to 
the Editor refl ect only the 
opinion of the author and 
not that of Th e Weekly News 
of Cooke County. Facts con-
tained in Letters to the Edi-
tor are claims of the author 
only. Th e (...) denotes areas 
that have been edited.

To the Editor, 

 At the request of some 
folks I respect,  I attended 
the town hall meeting at 
Rad Ware Elementary con-
cerning the proposed Emer-
gency Services District in 
Precinct 2. I don’t normally 
go to these things,  but, I 
went. After attending,  I 
came to the following con-
clusion.: Th e Emergency 
Services District (ESD) is a 
BAD idea.
 Th e Indian Creek VFD 
wants to vote in a taxiing 
entity to fund their depart-
ment.  I am opposed for the 
following reasons:
 1. Th ey have no plan. 
When asked specifi cally 
what their plan was, they 
could not answer the ques-
tion.  No mention of the 
number of employees,  sala-
ries,  facility costs,  or oper-
ational expenses. Th ey had 
no idea other than the po-
tential for $800K in annual 
funding. Th eir current bud-
get is $100k. Oh, they want 
to purchase new trucks and 
build a new facility,, but no 
actual hard numbers.  
 2. Th ey kept mention-
ing that only 20 percent 
of the residents in the pro-
posed district were donat-
ing 100% of the funding 
and, everyone needs to pay 
their fair share. Th eir up-
coming fundraiser is being 
held inside the gates of Lake 
Kiowa.  Even though they 
say everyone is welcome,  
we don’t feel like it when we 
have to go through security 
to get there. Plus,  it’s incon-
venient to get to.Try having 
it outside the gates and see 
if there is a better turnout.
 3. Th is ESD opens the 
door to a myriad of other 
“municipal services “ nor-
mally found in incorpo-

rated cities.  On the surface,  
it appears that the ICVFD 
ESD proponents want the 
amenities of city life with-
out being a city.  And, they 
want everyone surrounding 
them to help pay for it. I 
say this, because,  upon ex-
amining the petition posted 
on the County website,  the 
vast majority of signatures 
came from within the gates 
of Lake Kiowa.  Less than 
20 came from addresses 
outside.  One was a dupli-
cate. One was outside the 
aff ected area. 
 4. Th e 65 and over ex-
emption will apply,  but,  
only at the current market 
value, and rate yet to be de-
termined, of the homestead,  
not what it may be frozen at 
for the other entities cur-
rently. 
 5. Current economic 
conditions in this country 
are rapidly deteriorating.  
Th e Feds are raising taxes,  
infl ation is rising,  and,  the 
cost of living is going up.  
An additional tax burden 
would be very detrimental 
to the working class families 
already struggling to get by. 
Plus,  for the folks in the 
GISD, you’re looking at a 
$74 million bond election.  
If passed, that’s a double 
whammy. 
 6. Taxation without rep-
resentation.  Th e ESD will 
be overseen by a board AP-
POINTED by the com-
missioners Court, NOT 
ELECTED.  Of course 
the commissioners in at-
tendance assured that the  
good ol’ boy system would 
not be a concern,  but,  I’ve 
lived here 50+ years.  If you 
believe that,  then, I have 
some beachfront property 
in Utah that I need to dis-
cuss with you.
 7. Th e possibility of a 
sales tax added in the ESD. 
While it would have to be 
voted on by the residents,  
the ESD could seek to im-
pose a sales tax to raise ad-
ditional funds, just  in case 
the 10% property tax is not 
enough.  
 8. Boundaries and station 
locations.
 Th e current location 
of the ICVFD is on LK-
POA property on the west 

side about 3/4 mile east of 
CR219. Th e current lease 
expires in 2023, but,  they 
said they hope to renew, 
but might have to acquire 
a new facility. But they also 
want to add an unmanned 
satellite station somewhere 
on the NE side outside the 
gates.  Again,  no specifi cs 
as to where, or how much it 
may cost. No matter where 
they locate or relocate,  
many residents of the ESD 
will still be physically clos-
er to another department 
which will probably be the 
responding department 
should the need arise,  but 
still paying taxes to support 
the one further away.
 9. Last, but not least,  
the arrogance and conde-
scension exuded by the 
presenters of the proposal 
at the meeting.  Th ey had 
few facts, could not answer 
legitimate questions by af-
fected property owners,  
and seemed insulted when 
anyone dared question their 
actions.  (I actually got up 
and left after one presenter 
got up and yelled at another 
attendee for trying to voice 
an alternative). Th e gist I 
got was, “we want this, y’all 
just get in line and vote for 
it.” Th e blatant use of scare 
tactics about “people will 
die and houses will burn 
down if you don’t” was 
straight out of the DNC 
playbook in my opinion. 
 I will not vote for it. And, 
I encourage others in the af-
fected area to vote NO on 
the proposed ESD.

Joel D. Eldredge 
Gainesville

To the Editor, 

 In response to the let-
ter writer of 10/07/2021 
who spoke of the evils of 
eugenics, I applaud her ef-
forts, except for the fact 
of the disingenuous way 
she portrayed the history 
on the subject as it played 
out in the early 20th Cen-
tury in the US.  One of the 
champions of “population 
control” of the undesirables 
in the US in the early 20th 

Century was the person we 
know currently as Margaret 
Sanger, who’s activist “birth 
control” foundation we 
now know as Planned Par-
enthood. Margaret Sanger 
was an early 20th Century 
socialist and racist, who 
promoted a form of popu-
lation control in what one 
historian states as follows: “
 Sanger believed in a hu-
manist progressivism that 
saw birth control as desir-
able in an enlightened so-
ciety because it rendered 
infanticide invisible.
 “.  As the letter writer of 
10/07/2021 states: “It began 
in America.”.  Although, in 
the US it began as a means 
of “birth control” advanced 
by the women’s movement, 
not as a means to improve 
the human species by se-
lective breeding.  Sanger’s 
positions on eugenics and 
population control were 
widely published, and were 
so unpopular that warrants 
had been issued for her ar-
rest, forcing her to leave 
the US for a short period of 
time.
 Margaret Sanger died in 
1966 before she saw one 
of her dreams come true, 
that being the reduction in 
the numbers of the men-
tally disadvantaged and 
black populations with the 
legalization of abortions in 
1973.  Today’s data shows 
that the impact on the black 
community is that black ba-
bies are aborted at a rate al-
most four (4) times greater 
than white babies, and al-
most three (3) times higher 
than their proportional rep-
resentation of the US’s total 
population.  If that’s not 
the evilest form of racist, I 
don’t know what else would 
be.  So we can ask ourselves, 
what has changed with the 
Democrat Party?  Th ey have 
always been the political 
party that supports racist 
policies?
 Th at brings me back 
to the letter writer of 
10/07/2021, who made the 
statement: “I would argue 
that she (the letter writer 
of 09/15/2021 who spoke 
of the forced sterilization 
of welfare women) would 
also be preemptively elimi-

nating some of our most 
valued citizens”.  Th erefore, 
let me ask this question: 
how many “valued citizens” 
did we loose with the sixty-
two (62) million abortions 
that have been performed 
since 1973, when Roe vs. 
Wade legalized abortions?  
In GOD’s eyes, I’m con-
fi dent the answer is ALL 
62,000,000.

Arnold Acker
Lake Kiowa

To the Editor,

 Many reasonable people 
ask “why should anyone 
justify abortion?” and be-
come single issue voters…
Th ose who close eyes and 
minds to all other issues 
that may need their atten-
tion and possibly support.  
 Putting aside how these 
people are used by power-
seeking politicians who can 
profi t from their lack of 
concern for a platform not 
useful to said politicians, 
consider the following:  It’s 
possible that at least half 

of the pregnancies are un-
planned.  If the pregnant 
woman has as many or 
more children than she can 
nurture during their for-
mative years necessary for 
healthy brain development 
and for the following teen 
years, she will be fearful 
about another birth.  Other 
women who are addicted 
to mind-altering drugs or 
have an untreated illness, 
or one who is abused by a 
partner and/or is herself 
abusive, should not bring 
an unwanted child into the 
world.  “But she can relin-
quish the child for adop-
tion” does not consider the 
child’s future in a stressed, 
COVID world. Texas foster 
care system is in crisis and 
getting short shrift from 
the governor and his stable 
of re-election enablers.  On 
Texas Standard, KERA FM, 
it was stated that the posi-
tion of secretary of state has 
gone unfi lled.  It’s time to 
clean house “under the pink 
dome” in Austin.

Carmen Karston
Gainesville
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COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following cases were fi led 
and decided in the 235th 
District Court.

Cases Filed
 Alan Lee Rohmer vs. 
Rhonda Gail Rohmer, di-
vorce. 
 Deborah Kaye Gunter 
Merritt vs. Jason Kyle Mer-
ritt, divorce.

Cases Decided
 Ganesha Texas Enter-
prises LLC vs. Cooke 
County Appraisal District, 
agreed judgements, all oth-
er civil cases.
 Ganapati Texas Hospital-
ity LLC vs. Cooke County 
Appraisal District, agreed 
judgements, all other civil 
cases.
 Gainesville Hospitality, 
LTD vs. Cooke County Ap-

praisal District, agreed judge-
ments, all other civil cases.
 Lion Hotel Group, LLC 
vs. Cooke County Apprais-
al District, agreed judge-
ments, all other civil cases.
 Caraline Th omas vs. Jer-
emy Davis, agreed judge-
ments, injury or damage 
with motor vehicle.
 Justin David Garrett vs. 
Lauren McKenzie Garrett, 
agreed judgements, divorce

235th District Court 
Cases Filed, Decided

What if we told you that you could:
   •Be Your OWN Boss!
   •Set Your OWN Pay!
   •Schedule Your OWN Hours!
   •Get Paid By The Piece!

What would you say?

API is offering this limited opportunity to 20 money 
motivated individuals to perform easy assembly work.
 If you are interested and would like to learn more, 
join us Thursday October 14th at 6:00 p.m. 

2227 Foundry Rd Gainesville, TX 76240

$$$ EXTRA INCOME!

EXTRA CHRISTMAS $$$ WORK WHEN YOU WANT

MUST BE 16 OR OVER!

940-668-8814
Free Inspections
Insured • Residential
Locally Owned & Operated

$25 Gift Certi  cate
to a Local Restaurant when you

Call us for a Free Roof Inspection!
- Limited Time Only -

GAINESVILLE – Gaines-
ville Police Department 
received the following inci-
dent reports.
 An incident of a false 
statement to an offi  cer was 
reported in the 900 block 
of Dixon Street.
 Auto Mart of Dallas re-
ported a suspect removed 
motor vehicle dem 1100 
South Howeth Street with-
out permission.
 Mark Anthony Ware re-
ported unauthorized use 
of a motor vehicle in the 
2600 block of East High-
way 82.
 City of Gainesville Wa-
ter Department reported 
criminal mischief in the 

1600 block of East Scott 
Street.
 Amanda Davidson Mc-
Bath reported criminal 
mischief in the 300 block 
of North Denton Street.
 Possession of drug para-
phernalia was reported in 
the 500 block of North 
Grand Avenue.
 George’s Liquor reported 
theft of property less than 
$100 in the 3000 block of 
East Highway 82.
 Pizza Hut reported theft 
less than $100 in the 700 
block of Grand Avenue.
 Clarence H. Johnson 
reported debit card abuse 
(fuel card.) in the 1500 
block of Lynwood Drive.
 Edwin Dennis Creswell 
Jr reported criminal mis-
chief in the 100 block of 
East California Street.
 James Calvin Whitt re-
ported a hit and run inci-
dent in the 1300 block of 
Old Sivells Bend Road.
 Possession of drug para-
phernalia was reported in 

the 1300 block of North 
Grand Avenue.
 Shelby Ryan Terry re-
ported a fi rearm stolen 
from a vehicle in the 1400 
block of Lynwood Street.
 John Robert Welch re-
ported unauthorized use 
of a motor vehicle in the 
2800 block of East High-
way 82.
 Amanda Michelle Mc-
Bath reported criminal 
mischief to a door in the 
300 block of North Den-
ton Street.
 Police investigated an 
incident of possession of a 
controlled substance in the 
1700 block of North I-35.
 Susan Margarette 
Ramsey reported criminal 
mischief in the 1100 block 
of North Howeth Street.

Arrest Log
 Jared A. Hutchins, 29, 
felony warrant.
 Arturo Puente, 46, pub-
lic intoxication.
 Jestina S. George, 30, 

public intoxication.
 James D. Pellow, 52, driv-
ing while intoxicated with 
open alcohol container.
 Bryan E. Fuentes, 18, 
warrant arrest.
 Brittany M. Leask, 25, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than one 
gram, two misdemeanor 
warrants, tamper/fabricate 
physical evidence with in-
tent to impair.
 Walter A. Foster, 30, 
misdemeanor warrant.
 Kenneth W. Williams, 
61, outstanding misde-
meanor warrant.
 Kim S. Lodge, 61, pos-
session of dangerous drug.
 Undisclosed juvenile, 
15, possession of marijua-
na less than two ounces.
 Christopher S. Knight-
en, 43, theft under $750.
 Dante J. Goree, 30, pub-
lic intoxication.
 Clayton D. Lewallen, 
19, public intoxication.
 Sean C. Smith, 53, pub-
lic intoxication.

Gainesville Police
Receive Reports
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Sentences Issued for 
Felony Indictments
COOKE COUNTY – 
Th e following sentences 
were issued for felony in-
dictments and fi led in the 
235th District Court.
 Cleodus Griffi  n Polk, 
52, was convicted of the 
March 1, 2019 third degree 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than four grams and 
was sentenced to fi ve years 
suspended time, fi ve years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, three years’ proba-
tion, a $500 fi ne plus resti-
tution and court costs.
 Juan Manuel Rodriguez, 
24, was sentenced to four 
years’ probation deferred, 
a $500 fi ne and court costs 
in connection with the 
April 14, 2019 third degree 
felony off ense of injury to a 
child.
 Pamela Davis Parker, 58, 
was convicted of the Feb-
ruary 7, 2020 fi rst degree 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
with intent to deliver less 
than 200 grams and was 
sentenced to 15 years con-
fi nement in a state jail fa-
cility plus restitution and 
court costs. Parker was 
also convicted of the July 
6, 2020 state jail felony 
off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than one gram and was 
sentenced to two years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility plus restitution and 
court costs.
 Donna Kay Croft, 62, 
was sentenced to two years’ 
probation deferred, a $500 
fi ne plus restitution and 
court costs in connection 
with the May 24, 2020 
state jail felony off ense of 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than one 
gram.
 Scott Stephen Shaw, 38, 
was convicted of the May 
14, 2020 state jail felony 
off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than one gram and was 
sentenced to six months 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility plus restitution and 
court costs.
 Misty Dawn Henley, 35, 
was convicted of the Oct. 
12, 2020 state jail felony 
off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than one gram and sen-
tenced to 11 months, 20 
days suspended time, one 
year confi nement in a state 
jail facility plus restitution 
and court costs. Henley 
was also convicted of the 
Oct. 12, 2020 third degree 
felony off ense of tamper-
ing with physical evidence 
and was sentenced to 11 
months, 20 days suspend-
ed time, fi ve years’ confi ne-
ment in a state jail facility 
and court costs.
 Scott Matthew Suggs, 
49, was convicted of the 
Jan. 13, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of failure 
to comply with registra-
tion requirement and was 
sentenced to two months, 

17 days suspended time, 
three years confi nement in 
a state jail facility and court 
costs.
 Jose Maria Salinas Jr. 
was sentenced to four 
years’ probation deferred, a 
$1,500 fi ne and court costs 
in connection with the 
Feb. 24, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of tampering 
with physical evidence.
 Clinton Curt Curtis, 35, 
was convicted of the Feb. 
4, 2021 third degree felony 
off ense of tampering with 
physical evidence and was 
sentenced to eight years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility and court costs. 
Curtis was also convicted 
of the Feb. 4, 2021 state 
jail felony off ense of pos-

session of a controlled sub-
stance and was sentenced 
to eight years confi nement 
in a state jail facility plus 
restitution and court costs.
 Alfredo Juan Morales, 
31, was sentenced to one 
year probation deferred, a 
$500 fi ne and court costs 
in connection with the 
March 9, 2021 second 
degree felony off ense of 
aggravated assault causing 
serious bodily injury.
 Stephen Neil Noyes Jr., 
19, was sentenced to four 
years’ probation, a $500 
fi ne and court costs in con-
nection with the Feb. 22, 
2021 third degree felony 
off ense of evading arrest/
detention with a motor ve-
hicle.

• Lowest Rates on Supplements
• Medicare Advantage Plans
• Home Health / LTC Plans
• Life Insurance

903-814-4096

Announcing the Grand Opening of
NTMC Health Complete Care

The brand new NTMC Health Complete Care clinic opens on October 5, 2021.  

www.ntmconline.net

Complete Care
for Women

Complete
Primary Care

Complete
Pediatric Care

Kathy Ellis, MSN, APRNZaira Jorai-Khan, DO

Obstetrics/Gynecology

Molly Isola, MD

Obstetrics/Gynecology

Bethany Chico Racheal Varghese

Grand Jury Issues 35 Felony 

Indictments in August
(Continued from Page 2)

deadly weapon, the June 
17, 2021 fi rst degree 
felony off ense of engag-
ing in organized crimi-
nal activity-aggravated 
assault with a deadly 
weapon and for the June 
22, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of evad-
ing arrest/detention 
with a vehicle.
 Branon Zachary 
Smith, 42, was indicted 
for the April 6, 2021 
third degree felony of-
fense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than four grams.
 Michael Steven Smith, 
34, was indicted for the 
July 26, 2021 third de-

gree felony off ense of 
unlawful possession of a 
fi rearm by a felon.
 Matthew Robert Star-
rett, 32, was indicted for 
the July 1, 2021 state jail 
felony off ense of pos-
session of a controlled 
substance less than one 
gram and for the July 1, 
2021 third degree felony 
off ense of escaping while 
arrested.
 Juan Gavin Telles, 19, 
was indicted for the June 
22, 2021 fi rst degree fel-
ony off ense of engaging 
in organized criminal ac-
tivity-aggravated assault 
with a deadly weapon, 
the June 22, 2021 third 
degree felony off ense of 
prohibited item in cor-

rectional facility and for 
the June 17, 2021 fi rst 
degree felony off ense of 
engaging in organized 
criminal activity-ag-
gravated assault with a 
deadly weapon.
 Hugh Walter Th omp-
son Jr., 32, was indicted 
for the Aug. 5, 2021 
state jail felony off ense 
of unauthorized use of a 
vehicle and for the Aug. 
5, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of evading 
arrest/detention with a 
vehicle.
 Mario Trevino III, 49, 
was indicted for the Aug. 
4, 2021 second degree 
felony off ense of pos-
session of a controlled 
substance less than 200 

grams.
 Ronnie Lee Tyler, 49, 
was indicted for the Nov. 
26, 2019 third degree 
felony off ense of driving 
while intoxicated third 
or more.
 Austin Avery Vondrak, 
25, was indicted July 25, 
2021 second degree felo-
ny off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than 200 grams.
 Brandy Lynn Waggon-
er, 46, was indicted for 
the July 30, 2021 fi rst 
degree felony off ense of 
manufacture/delivery of 
a controlled substance 
less than 200 grams.
 Johnny Lynn West, 
24, was indicted for the 
July 2, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of assault 
family violence impede 
breath/circulation.
 Shannon Dale Wood-
ard, 51, was indicted for 
the June 18, 2021 third 
degree felony off ense of 
unlawful possession of 
fi rearm by felon.
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COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following applications for 
marriage were received by 
the Cooke County Clerk’s 
Offi  ce.
 Derek Michael Serna, 
25, Gainesville and Baylor 
Paige Robinson, 25, Waxa-
hachie.
 James Wayne Love, 27, 
Gainesville and Kourtnie 
Marie, 26, Gainesville.
 Joseph Levi Hudson, 20, 
Gainesville and Saman-
tha Danielle Hapiuk, 18, 
Gainesville.
 Christopher Andrew Ax, 
45, Gainesville and Debo-
rah Marie Barbour, 42, 
Gainesville.
 James Allen Giles, 25, 
Gainesville and Carissa 
Ann Salsman, 26, Gaines-
ville.
 Steven Leslie Hard, 37, 
Marietta, Okla. and Laura 
Ann Robledo, 34, Gaines-
ville.
 Antonio De Jesus Ar-
reguin Aguirre, 31, Val-
ley View and Diana Vega 
Juarez, 28, Valley View.
 Guillermo Trevino Avila, 
31, Madill, Okla. and Lu-
cila Ramirez Camarillo, 
26, Madill.
 Michael Th omas Nack 
II, 36, Valley View and 
Nikki Rae Peters, 34, Val-
ley View.

2 Entrances:
2301 Foundry Rd & 2100 N. I-35

940.665.2800

DEF RECYCLING

Buying ALL

Scrap Metal

Sell New &

Used Steel

311 E. California St.
Gainesville, TX

GAINESVILLE EYE CARE

Glasses      Eye Exams      Contacts

940-668-7500

Most Glasses Ready Same Day!
www.gainesvilleeyecare.com

Dr. Kasey Warren, OD
Dr. Andrew Warren, OD

NOW OPEN FOR TOURS
Short-Term Rehabilitation after Orthopedic Surgery
Outpatient Occupational and Physical Therapies

Skilled Nursing Care after Hospital Stay
Advance Wound Care • IV Therapies

Private Medicare Suites • Respite Care

5 Star Rated Facility
by Medicare

For all your HVAC Needs!
940-268-1800

Maintenance Plans
Commercial \ Residential
Single and Multi Family
Discounts for
Veterans and Seniors!
30 + years experience
License and Bonded LIC#TACLB26082E

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following incidents were 
reported to the Cooke 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce.
 Kelly Denise Powers re-
ported theft of property 
less than $150,000 in the 
4500 block of FM 1200.
 Possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
400 grams was reported on 
south I-35, exit 487.
 Patricia Spaeth Henry 
reported forgery of a fi nan-
cial instrument in the 5800 
block of South I-35. 
 Jeremiah Johnson Jar-

vis reported criminal mis-
chief in the 1500 block of 
County Road 123.
 Christopher Lee Barri-
entez reported fraudulent 
use/possession of identi-
fying information in the 
300 block of County Road 
451.
 Possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
one gram was reported in 
the 900 block of North 
Grand Avenue.
 Cyle Daniel Jones re-
ported theft of property 
less than $30,000 in the 

13000 block of West FM 
922.
 
Arrest Log
 Sidney Darrell Ashby, 
41, public intoxication.
 Jose Cristian Norberto Lo-
zano Tovar, 25, evading ar-
rest/detention with vehicle.
 Jose Carlos Ramirez, 
46, assault causing bodily 
injury to family member, 
interfere with emergency 
request for assistance.
 Justin Lee Headrick, 38, 
public intoxication.
 Talisha Denise Morton, 

39, expired license plate, 
driving with license inval-
id, failure to appear.
 Briana Nicole Boyles, 32, 
assault family/household 
member impede breath/
circulation.
 Amanda Sumere Hau-
bert, 41, theft less than 
$2,500.
 Jorge Alberto Lomeli, 
25, possession of a weapon.
 Travis Joseph Lokker, 41, 
failure to maintain fi nan-
cial responsibility, failure 
to appear, no driver license 
when unlicensed.

Cooke County Sheriff  
Logs Incident Reports

(Continued from Page 1)

don’t tie us into having to 
do anything. You all give 
me the right to sign these 
[contracts] with Enter-
prise. Enterprise will come 
to me [with recommenda-
tions]. Th is gives me the 
right to work with them 
and then I start signing 
off  on approving which 
cars. But they will have to 
buy the car fi rst and then 
we have to wait until we 
get the car to turn around 
and sell the car. Can’t sell it 
fi rst and then get it because 
right now that could take 
us eight to nine months to 
get a car.”
 Keeler said he thinks the 
council should take time to 

fully evaluate the fl eet lease 
option before signing the 
agreement.
 “Just speaking personal-
ly,” he said. “Th is is a major 
decision for the council. 
And right now, I don’t feel 
good about making a deci-
sion either for or against. 
I would like to have more 
time to study this, to talk 

to Barry, maybe hear from 
department heads. I’m 
just not comfortable with 
making a decision tonight. 
Th is is big dollars. So my 
recommendation would be 
we table this for now and 
let us do more homework 
and then come back and 
make a decision.”
 Th e council also ap-

proved actions of the 
Stanford House Charita-
ble Corporation board of 
directors which voted to 
adopt the fi scal year 2021-
2022 Stanford House 
budget and approved a 
consent agenda which 
included minutes of the 
Sept. 21, 2021 city coun-
cil meeting.

Gainesville City Council Tables 

Decision on Fleet Leasing

King
Around
Town

by Grice King

(Continued from Page 1)

Kellerman and Faye Kell-
erman. Bring your read-
ing list and check off  
some new reads. 

++++++++

 Workforce Solutions 
Texoma will be hosting 
hiring events, located at 
our offi  ce 1311 N Grand 
Ste 200 Gainesville, for 
PPG October 12 from 
10am-2pm and Jani King 
October 14 from 2pm-
4pm and Certifi ed Source 
and Winstar Casino ev-
ery Wednesday between 
10am-2pm. To fi nd out 
what positions they will 
be hiring for check out 
www.workintexas.com.

++++++++

 Coats for Kids Chili 
Th rowdown with Charlie 
Brown and the Peanuts 
Gang will be set for Sun-
day, October 17 start-
ing at 11:00 am at First 
Christian Church, 401 
N. Dixon in Gainesville. 
Come enjoy the amaz-
ing chili competition and 
support local children 
who need jackets. Last 
year First Christian has 
given over 12,000 jackets 
and coats over the past 18 
years of this event.  

Marriage 
License
Requests 
Received

Neeley Family Sets up Scholarship - Phil and Amanda 
Neelley donated $14,000 to the North Central Texas Col-
lege Foundation this semester to establish the Phil and 
Amanda Neelley Scholarship Fund at North Central Texas 
College. Pictured left to right: NCTC Chancellor Dr. Brent 
Wallace, Phil Neelley, Amanda Neelley, NCTC Vice Chan-
cellor of External Affairs Debbie Sharp.             (Courtesy Photo)  
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Commercial & Residential

E-mail: bwinters@gvilleglassco.com

FREE MOBILE SERVICE
• Insurance Claims
• Lifetime Workmanship Guarantee
• Truck & Heavy Equipment
• All Makes and Models
• Rock Chip Repair
• Fully Insured

Shower & Tub Enclosures • Mirrors
Doors • Storefronts • Home Window 
Repair • Courteous Service • Fully 

Insured • Serving Cooke County and 
Surrounding Areas
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 Voters in a portion of 
Precinct 18 may vote in the 
Saint Jo school board elec-
tion.
 Th e following are No-
vember 2, 2021 joint elec-
tion and school district 
polling locations:
 Precincts 1, 3, 5, 31 
Gainesville Civic Center, 
311 S. Weaver Street.
 Precincts 2, 30, 34, 35 
First Christian Church, 
401 North Dixon Street.
 Precincts 4, 26, 37 Hill-
crest Church of Christ, 
1712 East O’Neal Street.
 Precincts 6, 9 Callisburg 
Community Center, 92 
McDaniel Street.
 Precincts 7, 28 Taber-
nacle Baptist Church, 305 
CR 194.
 Precinct 8 Callisburg El-
ementary School, 648 FM 
3164.
 Precinct 10 Mountain 
Springs Community Cen-
ter, 173 Mountain Springs 
Lane.
 Precinct 11 Valley View 
Baptist Church, 504 North 

Lee Street.
 Precincts 12, 14 Era 
Community Center, 102 
Malone Street.
 Precinct 15 Myra Volun-
teer Fire Department, 114 
Bradford Street.
 Precinct 17 Muenster 
VFW, 136 Ash Street.
 Precinct 18 First Baptist 
Church, 121 North Pecan 
Street.
 Precinct 19, 21 Conrad 
Hall, 431 Ash Street.
 Precinct 20, 27 East Side 
Church of Nazarene, 1415 
South Radio Hill Road.
 Precinct 22 Lake Kiowa 
Lodge, 905 West Kiowa 
Drive.
 Precinct 33 Moss Lake 
Fire Station, 160 FM 1201 
ext.
 Th e election regarding 
creation of an Emergency 
Services District would 
allow voters who reside 
in the district to accept 
or deny creation of ESD 
No.1 and to authorize the 
imposition of a tax not to 
exceed the rate allowed by 
Section 48-e, Article III of 
the Texas Constitution.

 Tax money derived from 
district property owners 
would help fund the Indian 
Creek Volunteer Fire De-
partment and could help 
with equipment purchase, 
additional staff  members 
to assist volunteers and 
other improvements.
 Proponents for the ESD 
spoke at several local meet-
ings and obtained approval 
to place the item on the 
Nov. 2 at a Cooke Coun-
ty Commissioners Court 
meeting. Th e Gainesville 
City council also approved 
an extraterritorial jurisdic-
tion agreement with Indi-
an Creek fi re district.
 If voters approve the 
ESD, Cooke County 
Commissioners Court will 
appoint a board to govern 
the entity.
Election Day voting sites 
for the Nov. 2, 2021 ESD 
Special Election are as fol-
lows:
 Precinct 7 Tabernacle 
Baptist Church, 305 CR 
194, Gainesville.
 Precinct 8 Callisburg El-
ementary School, 648 FM 

3164, Gainesville (Wood-
bine)
 Precinct 10 Mt. Springs 
Community Center, 173, 
Mt. Springs Lane, Valley 
View (Mt. Springs)
 Precinct 11 Valley View 
Baptist Church, 504 North 
Lee Street, Valley View.
 Precinct 22 Lake Kiowa 
Lodge, 905 West Kiowa 
Drive, Lake Kiowa.

Early Voting Set to
Begin October 18

DAR Gives Matching 

$10K Grant to MOH
GAINESVILLE – Rebecca 
Crockett Chapter spon-
sored a matching grant 
through the National Soci-
ety Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution for 2 inter-
active kiosks for Medal of 

Honor Host City Program.  
Th e $10,000.00 grant for 
Patriotism, Historic Preser-
vation and Education was 
awarded.  Th e 2 interactive 
kiosks were dedicated Sun-
day, September 26, 2021, 
to be a permanent display 
for MOH recipients’ mem-
orabilia and stories.  Th e 
kiosks will be housed in 
the upcoming MOHHCP 
Museum that is being built 
on the NCTC Gainesville 
campus
 Rebecca Crockett Chap-
ter Regent Linda Moore 
stated, “the MOHHC 
program had a dream in 
2018 of building a MOH 
museum in Gainesville. 
Rebecca Crockett Chapter 
NSDAR wanted to make 
a meaningful donation to 
the eff ort in support of our 
goals of patriotism and ser-
vice to veterans. Th e Na-
tional Society DAR was 
at that time off ering NS-
DAR Special Grants un-
der several categories. Th e 
grant was awarded and to 
date that was the highest 
amount granted by NS-
DAR for a matching grant. 
Two things worked against 
us to have the dedication, 
the funding for the mu-
seum did not go forward 
and the COVID pandemic 
cancelled many events. 

Today we dedicate these 
kiosks to promote patrio-
tism, provide educational 
opportunities and be a per-
manent display for MOH 
recipients memorabilia and 
stories.” 

 Medal of Honor Host 
City Program President 
Tommy Moore addressed 
the attendees of the ki-
osk dedication ceremony. 
“Th e MOHHCP began 20 
years ago with a mission to 
honor our nation’s high-
est decorated heroes and 
to promote patriotism. At 
that time there were 150 
living MOH recipients of 
the 3508 ever awarded in 
our nation’s history. While 
the privilege and the mis-
sion of the MOHHCP is 
still committed to its origi-
nal mission, with 67 living 
MOH Recipients today av-
eraging 80 years old, the vi-
sion to build a museum be-
gan. As we began to lay out 
the proposal and solicit for 
funding for the MOHH-
CP Museum, the Rebecca 
Crockett Chapter NSDAR 
approached us about a 
matching grant to estab-
lish our fi rst museum dis-
plays. We partnered with 
NCTC Grant department 
to write the NSDAR grant 
proposal and then worked 
together with Keith Otto 
a local custom cabinet 
builder to design the in-
teractive kiosk. When we 
were notifi ed that we have 
received NSDAR grant 
funds, we began work to 
fulfi ll our museums fi rst ki-

osks to display artifacts of 
the MOHHC. Today these 
two kiosks off er every de-
tail of the dream we envi-
sioned for the future MO-
HHCP Museum. It allows 
the display of artifacts and 
has interactive displays on 
two sides of each kiosk to 
share stories of Medal of 
Honor Recipients.”
 “We are most grateful 
to NSDAR and the Re-
becca Crockett Chapter 
for sharing this dream with 
the MOHHCP. Without 
their commitment to help 
us realize this dream to 
honor our nation’s heritage 
we would not be here to-
day. We look forward to 
seeing these two kiosks in 
the MOHHCP Museum 
which was fully funded in 
the Texas 78th legislative 
session. Th e MOHHCP 
Museum will serve this 
community, our state and 
even our nation by pro-
tecting our history. Th e 
Rebecca Crockett Chapter 
NSDAR made the fi rst do-
nation towards making this 
dream a reality.”
 Th e National Society 
Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution (DAR) is a 
women’s service organiza-
tion whose members can 

trace their lineage to an 
individual who contrib-
uted to securing American 
independence during the 
Revolutionary War. Today’s 
DAR is dynamic and di-
verse, with over 185,000 
members in 3,000 chapters 
in the United States and 
abroad. DAR members an-
nually provide millions of 
hours of volunteer service 
to their local communi-
ties across the country and 
world. DAR chapters par-
ticipate in projects to pro-
mote historic preservation, 
education, and patriotism. 
Over one million members 
have joined the organization 
since its founding in 1890. 
 If you are interested in 
learning more about DAR 
membership, visit Rebecca.
Crockett.Chapter@gmail.
com.

WE FINANCE!

Vehicles Include Free Warranty Ask For Details!

940.665.2966

1601 Independence Ave • Gainesville, Tx
2016 Lincoln MKZ2015  Kia Optima

2015 Dodge Ram 
Tradesman 4x4

BAD CREDIT.
NO CREDIT.

NO PROBLEM!

CALL
 Trey Baumeister

TODAY!
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 Molly Isola, MD  |  Zaira Jorai-Khan, DO  |  Tracy Wang, MD  
Bethany Chico, FNP  |

|  Racheal Varghese, FNP  |
 

Clinic providers include: 

1902 Hospital Blvd.
Gainesville, TX 76240

(940) 612-8750
 www.ntmconline.net 

New NTMC Clinic Announcement
October 5th is the grand opening of 

NTMC Health Complete Care – A Department of NTMC.

The practice will be located at:
 1902 Hospital Blvd., Gainesville, Texas. 

As of October 5th, Cooke County Medical Center will close.

Call to schedule an appointment: 
(940) 612-8750

 

(Continued from Page 1)

admissions at 139. We had 
six ICU bays and had to 
create SURGE ICU beds 
for COVID. We’ve also 
stopped doing elective sur-
geries for now due to staff -
ing the infl ux of COVID. 
On the fl ip side, the good 
news is on the patient satis-
faction score, the 94th per-
centile which is the highest 

it’s been. Everyone is work-
ing really, really hard. Our 
fi scal year to date revenue 
is above budget. Th e new 
3-D imaging machine is 
up and running. And the 
new location for the rural 
health clinic opens Oct. 5.”
 Th e board also discussed 
energy effi  ciency initia-
tives. First to speak was 
CEO Tom Sledge.
 “We’re in a building now 

that’s been there for rough-
ly 20 years and a lot of our 
HVAC systems are being 
held together with pro-
verbial duct tape,” Sledge 
said.  “It’s just failing a lot 
and we’re having to spend 
a ton of money on keeping 
it up. I think we looked at 
it this year, just on mainte-
nance and supplies, just for 
the HVAC, not the whole 
energy piece of it, we’re 

spending about $60,000 
just on trying to keep it 
running….It’s just not per-
forming well either. Th ere 
are sections of the hospital 
that we just can’t keep the 
right temperature whether 
it be hot when it’s summer 
or cold when it’s winter.”
 He said administrators 
have begun contacting 
some HVAC manufactur-
ers including Trane and 
Johnson Controls to dis-
cuss some options.
 “It was going to be a 
signifi cant payout to have 
them come in and do an 
evaluation,” Sledge said. 
“…To the tune of about 
$70,000 or $80,000 be-
fore we could even fi gure 
out what we needed to 
go with…. So we learned 
about a program through 
the State Energy Conser-
vation Offi  ce called the 
LoneStar program. And 
what it does, it allows us 
to fund major renovations 
like this for energy needs 
at an extremely low, one 
or two percent [interest] 
rate.”
 Sledge said the hospi-
tal is bringing the item 
to the district “because as 
the renter, basically, we 
would not be able to sign 
with {State Energy Con-
versation Offi  ce] for this 
loan program without the 
blessing of the district….
In short, the energy savings 
and loan would pay for the 
system in 10 to 15 years 
depending on what we de-
cided to go with.”
 Also on hand to present 
information on the energy 
project was E3 Business 
Development Manager Ja-
son Brinkley.
 “Most all of you know 
who I am,” Brinkley said. 
“I’m Jason Brinkley and I 
work for a company now 
called E3. E3 is a design, 
build, construction and 

engineering fi rm that fo-
cuses on HVAC systems, 
LED lighting, things of 
that nature…We are a Tex-
as-based company, based 
out of Denton. Focusing, 
like I said on LED lighting, 
water, renewables…We 
were brought in to look at 
systems, we did an onsite 
walk through and kind of 
got some kind of idea what 
NTMC is spending in util-
ities.”
 Th e group did some re-
search on the cost to heat 
and cool some of its pri-
mary buildings, and found 
the district spent approxi-
mately $390,000 on util-
ity service in 2019, the last 
year for which such infor-
mation was available, Brin-
kley said.
 He also noted the E3 
team did an exhaustive 
walk through and assess-
ment to identify what 
some of the issues are. 
Brinkley said issues in-
clude some units which 
were more than 18 years 
old and are original to the 
hospital. He also said some 
of the condenser fi ns have 
considerable damage from 
hail. He also said the build-
ing’s HVAC control system 
is not functioning properly 
due to hardware and soft-
ware issues.
 Brinkley said energy sav-
ings with the upgraded sys-
tem are estimated between 
$78,000 and $137,000. 
 Th e estimated project 
cost is $1.8 million to $2.6 
million and the SECO 
loan would be for 10 to 15 
years.
 Th e board voted to al-
low the hospital to submit 
an application for a State 
of Texas Energy Conserva-
tion Offi  ce LoanStar fund 
loan for the HVAC work. 
Th e hospital will pay for 
any full assessment of the 
hospital property which E3 

does, Sledge noted.
 Th e board approved a 
budget of $1.5 million 
and a tax rate of .1297 for 
2021. Last year’s tax rate 
was .1406 but the dis-
trict will receive the same 
amount of funds this year 
as last year.
 Th e board voted to ap-
prove making the Cooke 
County Appraisal District 
agreement into an auto-re-
newal. Previously the board 
had to okay the agreement 
every two years.
 Next the board approved 
2021-2022 insurance pro-
posal.
 “North Central Texas 
College was nice enough 
to loan us four additional 
hospital beds to use during 
our COVID over fl ow and 
now they have requested 
that we actually accept 
them as a donation at no 
cost to us,” Christy Daugh-
try, Special Project Coordi-
nator and Senior Adminis-
trative Assistant said.
 Th e board approved a 
resolution accepting the 
donated NCTC hospital 
beds.
 Th e board also approved 
the disposition of outdated 
information technology 
hardware infrastructure 
equipment.
 No one spoke during a 
public hearing on the pro-
posed operating and capital 
budget for fi scal year 2020-
2021. In addition, no one 
added comments during 
the community input seg-
ment of the meeting.
 Th e board approved 
minutes from the July 26 
meeting. Th e board voted 
to approve the recommen-
dation from the executive 
committee to appoint Ger-
ald Smith to fi ll a vacant 
seat on the board. 
 Th e meeting was con-
ducted via the Zoom plat-
form.

NTMC Sets Budget, Tax Rate

Obituaries
(Continued from Page 3)

sister-in-law Kenny and Lisa 
Jones of Gainesville; brother 
and sister-in-law Randy and 
Cheryl Jones of Gainesville; 
numerous nieces and neph-
ews.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Diana Jane Young

Services
 Diana Jane Young, 76 of 
Gainesville, Texas passed 
away on October 5, 2021.  
Cremation arrangements 
are being done by Meador 
Funeral Home, Gainesville, 
Texas.
History
 She was born on January 
29, 1945 in Chicago, Il-
linois.  Diana was a retired 
truck driver.  
Survivors
 Diana is survived by sons, 
Frank Pedersen and wife, 
Lori of Colorado and Dylan 
Davis and wife, Brittany of 
Louisiana.
 Preceded in death by 
daughter, Jenny Lynn Davis.

Mildred Ruth Jones

Services
 Mildred Ruth Jones (Law-
son), 93, passed away sur-
rounded by her husband, 
son, and granddaughter 
on Monday, October 4, 
2021. Visitation will be 
held Th ursday, October 7, 
2021, from 6pm to 8pm 
at Meador Funeral Home 
in Gainesville, Texas. Th e 
funeral will be held Friday, 
October 8, 2021 at 11am at 
the Meador Funeral home, 
followed by a graveside ser-
vice at the Era Cemetery.
History
 She was born September 
2, 1928, to Richard and Esta 
Lee Lawson in Hood, Texas. 
She attended school in Era 
and loved to play outdoors 
as a child. Mildred married 
Cecil Jones Sr. On June 10, 
1945 in Gainesville, Texas. 
She spent her life as a home-
maker, raising two children, 
in Era. Mildred enjoyed 
reading her Bible, listening 
to her gospel tapes, doing 
word searches, and visiting 
with anyone who would lis-
ten. 
Survivors
 She was preceded in 
death by her father, Rich-

ard Lawson; mother, Esta 
Lee Lawson (Welch); sister, 
Bertha Bartlett (Lawson); 
and daughter, Ruth Muller 
(Jones). She was survived 
by her husband, Cecil Jones 
Sr.; Her son, Cecil “Lloyd” 
Jones Jr.; Her granddaugh-
ters, Jessica Findley, Lanell 
Muller, and Sarah Woods; 
her grandsons, Mike Muller 
and Dallas Bartts; her great-
grandchildren, Nate Robin-
son, Willy Findley III, Jadyn 
Findley, Daxon Bartts, Aus-
tyn  Bartts, Rhyder Woods, 
and Waylon Woods; and 
great great-grandchild, Ty 
Robinson.

Debbie Ramirez
 
History
 Debbie Jeanette Foster 
Ramirez, 61, of Gaines-
ville, was born December 
18, 1959 in Corpus Christi, 
TX.  She passed away Octo-
ber 1, 2021 in Gainesville.
Survivors 
 Survivors include: daugh-
ter, Catrina Marie Maldan-
ado; son, Michael Ramirez; 
daughter, Shelchie Marie 
Ramirez; mother, Evelyn 
J. Barksdale Foster; broth-
er, Randall Ray Foster; 
grandchildren: Michael 
Stacy Gann, Alexus Esper-
anza, Ruby Withers, Don 
Lee Withers, III, Sammy 
Ramirez, Jazzline Neva 
Ponce, Serenity Manuel, 
and Erickson King; great-
grandchildren: Emma Ma-
rie Gann, Brycen Gann, 
and Mercedes Grace; neph-
ews: Blake Randall Foster 
and Alexander Ray Foster; 
great-nephew, Lennox Ran-
dall Foster; and great-niec-
es: Freva Suzan Foster and 
Blake Suzan Foster.
 Ms. Ramirez was preced-
ed in death by: father, Ar-
thur Ray Foster; son, Don 
Lee Withers, II; and grand-
son, Nathan Delahendro.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Ruth “Pat” Baker

Services
 On Friday, October 8, 
2021, Ruth “Pat” Baker 
passed away after a brief stay 
in Nocona General Hos-
pital. Services held Mon-
day October 11, 2021 in 
the chapel at Scott Funeral 
Home in Saint Jo, Texas. 
Graveside following at Dye 

Mound Cemetery. Offi  ciat-
ing minister, Steve Chism.
History
 Ruth was well-loved by 
all those blessed to know 
her. She was a loving wife, 
mother, grandmother and 
friend. She was also an ac-
tive and dedicated member 
at the local Church of Christ 
throughout her life. Ruth 
was born on November 18, 
1922, in Dye Mound, Texas 
and died shortly before her 
99th birthday due to an un-
expected battle with pneu-
monia. She was a humble 
woman who impressed 
all those who knew her or 
whom she met along the 
way.
 She worked for many 
years as a secretary, the last 
years as a Texas State Em-
ployee in Vernon, Texas be-
fore retirement. Ruth was 
kind-hearted, hard-work-
ing, independent, always ac-
tive, creative and loved her 
family  and friends. She was 
an excellent cook, talented 
artist painting pictures and 
crocheting blankets for her 
family. She loved fl owers 
and gardening throughout 
her life. She was active well 
into her late 90’s cooking 
and often doing her own 
yard work. She was born in 
Dye Mound, Texas, mar-
ried Eli Baker, February 8, 
1942, and lived there until 
she went with Eli as he went 
to college on the G.I. Bill 
after WWII. After their pro-
fessional lives, in 1989 they 
ultimately returned and re-
tired to Saint Jo, where they 
considered “home”. Ruth 
was a light in this world and 
was truly loved. She will be 
deeply missed. 
 She is preceded in death 
by her parents; Clyde Bess 
and Mollie Wade Bess, hus-
band; Eli A. Baker, daugh-
ter; Charlotte Baker, broth-
ers; Happy Bess and Bill 
Bess. 
Survivors
 She is survived by son 
George C. Baker and daugh-
ter-in-law Sandra of Saint 
Jo, Texas; daughter Patricia 
Richardson and son-in-law 
David of Arlington, Texas; 
6 grandchildren Tammy 
Briley, Coy Baker, Dana 
Judd, Brandie Baker, Kim-
berly Richardson and Hol-
lye Marlow, 12 great-grand-
children, and 2 great-great 
grandchildren. 
 Pallbearers and Honor-
ary Pallbearers:  Coy Baker, 
Vance Briley, Joel Judd, Eric 
Martin, Paul Marlow, Kaleb 
Judd, Kaston Marlow, Kar-
ter Marlow, Karson Judd, 
Elijah Baker, Ethan Baker. 

Texas DPS Partners with
Grayson College to 
Train Law Enforcement  
DENISON – Th anks to a 
partnership with the Tex-
as Department of Public 
Safety and the U.S. De-
partment of Justice’s Com-
munity Oriented Policing 
Services, Grayson College’s 
Texoma Regional Police 
Academy will serve as the 
host for a no-cost Inter-
diction for the Protection 
of Children training for 
area law enforcement. Th e 
Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety will deliver the 
training on Monday, Octo-
ber 25 and Tuesday, Octo-
ber 26 from 8 am to 5 pm 
in Grayson College’s Cen-
ter for Workplace Learning 
Auditorium. 
 Interdiction of the Pro-
tection of Children train-
ing is designed to make 
patrol offi  cers aware of the 
variety of resources avail-
able to assist them in estab-
lishing the status of a child 
who may be missing, ex-
ploited, or at risk of exploi-
tation and what courses 
of action are immediately 

available. On completion, 
attendees will be able to 
identify research-support-
ed indicators of an endan-
gered child and a high-risk 
threat to children. Attend-
ees will also have a basic 
understanding of behavior-
al patterns of suspects and 
victims. Th e class is identi-
fi ed by the Texas Commis-
sion on Law Enforcement 
(TCOLE) as course num-
ber 3275.
 “I am thrilled to have 
the excellent training from 
the Texas Department of 
Public Safety here on the 
Grayson College campus,” 
said Mary Pyle, Director 
of the Texoma Regional 
Police Academy (TRPA). 
“By working with experts 
in their respective fi elds, 
the TRPA is proud to bring 
the best in professional de-
velopment and continuing 
education programming to 
local law enforcement.” 
 “Partnerships formed, 
like the one with Grayson 
College, demonstrate that 

working together makes 
a diff erence in the lives 
of children everywhere,” 
added Lieutenant Greg 
Reyero, Crimes Against 
Persons Training Unit, 
Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety.
 Th e TCOLE accredited 
Texoma Regional Police 
Academy (TRPA) at Gray-
son College off ers area law 
enforcement continuing 
education opportunities 
through the College’s Cen-
ter for Workplace Learn-
ing. Area law enforcement 
interested in attending 
this unique, no-cost train-
ing should register via the 
available courses link at 
grayson.edu/cwl. 
 Th ose interested in the 
TRPA and its full-time 
and part-time police acad-
emy can contact Mary Pyle 
at 903.463.8703. Th e next 
police academy will begin 
January 4, 2022 and Cor-
rections and Telecommu-
nications Offi  cer training 
is slated for 2022 as well.
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Crossword Puzzle Answers

GARAGE SALE
Saturday October 16 

ONLY. 8am-? Women’s 
and Men’s Name 

Brand Clothing, Nice 
Household Items, Gas 
Grill, Antiques, Corn 
Hole Boards, New 
Savage Two Four 

Three Scoped,  Fender 
Guitars, Fishing, camp-

ing, Hunting, Tools 
and Power Tools, 5000 
Generator. Misc Galore! 

907 Vintage Avenue, 
Gainesville. 

The

Weekly News 

of Cooke

County

is the

LARGEST &

MOST READ 

Newspaper in

Cooke County!

K-9 Klips and
Kennel is seeking 
Full/Part Time help 

including Weekends 
and Holidays.

Students in Working 
Program Welcomed!

Apply In Person
at 7450 E US
Highway 82,
Gainesville
(Oak Ridge)

Classifi ed Ads 
for as low as 

$7.50 per week.
940.665.2320

Administrative
Assistant: Full time 

clerical/offi ce.
Health benefi ts,

vacation, sick pay. 
Starting

$12.50-$13/hr.
Apply online www.
campsweeney.org/
main-application

Antiques, Glassware, 
Clocks, Lamps, Jew-

elry, Electronics, Fish-
ing, Tools, Nice Clothes, 
Records, Treadle Sewing 

Machine, Halloween, 
Christmas, Trailer, Harley 

Stuff, Furniture, Camp-
ing, Shotgun, Shells, RAM 
Tailgate, Much More. RAIN 

OR SHINE 312 Stone St, 
Collinsville. Friday and 

Saturday.

Caregivers needed!!! Lo-
cal hearts is a non-medical 
home care business ser-
vicing Cooke, Grayson, 
Denton and Montague 
Counties. They provide 
assistance with transporta-
tion, medication remind-
ers, grooming, housekeep-
ing and pre/post-op care.  
Must be 18 or older, have 
some experience with 
helping seniors and pro-
viding non-medical home 
care.  Shifts may vary de-
pending on patients needs. 
Call 940-736-0496 or 
email localhearts2019@
gmail.com.
                                                                                                                                                   07/14

ESTATE SALE
1017 FM 3496

Gainesville TX 76240
October 14 & 15 9-5

October 16 9-4
For Descriptions and

Information see
durhamestatesales.net

Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC 
Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding

Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings
Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service

Over 30 years experience
Bryan Kammerdiener

940-736-1732
John Comer 940-284-7338

Complete IT Services for all
your Home & Business needs!
 • Desktop / Laptop Repair
 • Network Support
 • Virus Removal
 • PC Sales

(940) 759-2251
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Colts Mini Storage
Units For Rent

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.
940-627-6362

Help Wanted

Dishwasher, cook, bus 
tables. Apply in person at 
Los Mariachis, Gaines-
ville, 319 North Com-
merce Street.
                                                                  02/24

RENAISSANCE CARE CENTER
Come Join A Team Where Everyone

Is Empowered
Our motto, for every employee at

every level is
“It Starts With Me”

Make Your Career a Calling
There Is No Door Closed To Anyone

$5000 SIGN ON BONUS FOR
ALL NURSING SHIFTS

$1500 SIGN ON BONUS FOR CNA
NURSE AID TRAINING & COMPETENCY 

PROGRAM

ALL POSITIONS AVAILABLE:
FULL TIME, PART TIME, PRN

8 HOUR SHIFTS
COMPETITIVE WAGE RATES & BENEFITS

Apply in Person
Renaissance Care Center

1400 Black Hill Drive
Gainesville, TX 76240

Ph: 940-665-5221

Now Hiring Equipment 
Operator with CDL and/
or CDL Driver for Local 
Construction Company. 
Competitive Pay. Good 
Hours. 940-736-4763 or 
email jcp1000@ymail.
com.
                                                                   07/28

Callisburg ISD Is Cur-
rently Accepting Applica-
tions For Custodial Posi-
tions. Applications Are 
Available At The Callis-
burg ISD Administration 
Offi ce Located At 148 
Dozier St. Callisburg, TX. 
76240. You May Con-
tact Cory Huddleston at 
940-665-0961 extension 
365 With Any Questions 
About The Positions.
                                                                                                                                                   09/15

Callisburg ISD Is Current-
ly Accepting Applications 
For Bus Mechanic/Main-
tenance. Applications Are 
Available At The Callis-
burg ISD Administration 
Offi ce Located At 148 
Dozier St. Callisburg, TX. 
76240. You May Cory 
Huddleston at 940-665-
0961 extension 365 with 
Any Questions About The 
Positions.
                                                                                                                                                   09/15

Storage
Don’t just hang signs for 
your Garage, Moving or 
Estate Sale, show it to the 
entire county! Advertise 
them in The Weekly News 
for as low as $7.50 per 
week. Just give us a call 
at 940.665.2320.

Did you know that Eddie 
has been at our shelter for 
over a month now? This 
sweet little guy just con-
tinues to get looked over 
and it makes us so sad. 
Eddie may be small but he 
has such a big personality 
and you need to come in 
and meet him. Eddie is a 
6 year old and some sort 
of Chihuahua mix. Eddie 
came to us as a stray that 
was covered in fl eas. Due 

to the amount of fl eas he has on his body he is missing 
some fur on the back side of his body. We have nursed 
him back to health and his fur is growing in slowly but 
surely. Although Eddie will be beautiful again soon he 
has such a unique demeanor about him that makes up 
for everything. He loves treats and will sit perfectly for 
them. Eddie is also a big fan of squeaky toys and will 
bow down and bark ready for you to throw the toy to 
pounce on it. Eddie really enjoys his time outside and 
runs and runs until his little legs just can not take it any 
longer. He walks perfectly on a leash and never tries to 
pull and even stays right by your side. As long as Eddie 
has someone to cuddle with after his play time he is 
content. Eddie is just a laid back small dog and if you 
have been needing someone to love you uncondition-
ally then Eddie is your man. I mean how could you say 
no to that sweet little face?! 
    Eddie has been neutered, microchipped, and is up 
to date on all his age appropriate vaccinations, mean-
ing he is go home ready today! If you are interested in 
adopting Eddie please give us a call at (940)665-9800 
and we can set you up an appointment to come in and 
meet him! We are open Monday-Saturday from 11am-
5pm, closed Thursdays and Sundays. See you soon! 

Animal Adoption

For Sale

Remember: The Weekly 
News of Cooke County 
runs found animal clas-
sifi ed word ads for 
FREE in an attempt to 
help reunited the ani-
mal and the owner. For 
more information, call 
940-665-2320.

Animals 
Found

Garage Sales

Can’t Find Ammo For 
Hunting Season? Call 
Me, Custom Loads In 
Many Calibers. Steve 
@940-759-4568.
                                                                   10/13

Hess Hay, new alfalfa, 
little bales and 3x3x8s 
and little bales of 
coastal. 940-665-7601.
                                                                   10/27

Used Appliances
Washers • Dryers • Stoves

Refrigerators • Furniture • Freezers
BUY • SELL • TRADE

Gas Stoves & Refrigerators
$99 and up

Terry: 940-634-3996

Services

LAST
WAREHOUSE 

SALE 
Friday, October 15 & 
Saturday, October 16
8:00 am to 2:00 pm

at 502 E. California St.
OUR INVENTORY

MUST GO!
All reasonable offers 
will be considered. 
Lots of furniture,

washer/dryer, and 
antiques!

405 Clark Rd Friday 
October 15 7a-6p, Sat 
October 16 7a-4p. An-
tique and Vintage Fur-
niture Oak Cash Drawer 
with Register and Vin-
tage China. Name Brand 
Clothing, Books, Shoes 
and Home Goods. RAIN 
OR SHINE.
                                                                   10/13

Yard Sale - 337 Fair Ave. 
Friday/Saturday 8a-4p. 
Motorhome,  Furniture, 
Linens,  Dishes, Tools, 
Collectibles, Electronics, 
Clothes, Lots and Lots of 
Stuff.
                                                                   10/13

Huge Garage Sale Octo-
ber 14-16.  800 Bryant Rd, 
Valley View (Near Mtn 
Springs) Riding Mow-
ers, Tillers, Huge As-
sortment of Tools, Yard 
Tools, Bows(Hunting), 
and Much More.
                                                                   10/13
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Caregiver / Sitter

PRIVATE
Covid-19 Double Vaccinated

Experience/References Provided
$13-15/hr (Min. 3hrs)

940-372-2784

Find it here: www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com 

The Weekly News
“We are the best bang 

for your buck!”

The Weekly News of 
Cooke COunty offers 
classifi ed ads for as low as 
$7.50. Just give us a call 
940.665.2320.

Shadowood 
Apartments

1-2-3 Bedrooms      
940-665-2886

Apartments 
For Rent

JerRatt Technologies
Serving Gainesville Since 1993

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS
Corporate IT Services

Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk 
New Location & Relocation Experts

All Services Fully Insured
Local:  940-580-2245

www.JerRatt.com

Adams Handy Hands
    940-372-0600

Professional Handyman 
& Remodeling Services
                  Guaranteed Work

                 References
              

Real Estate

Law Enforcement & 
Military Discounts

Services Cont...

WAYNE’S
HOME REPAIR

806-778-8516
Formica Countertops

Aluminum Patio Covers
Handyman Services

Free Estimates
References

Gainesville Resident

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control

Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce  940-665-3004

IT-5078
LI-21040

Jeff Sernabrucespropertyservices.com

940.665.1545

• Sod Prep & Install
• Tree Installation
• Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design & Construction
• Drainage, Including French Drain
• Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

Tatum Well Service
Complete Water Well Service 

& Submersible Pumps
Well Inspection & Purifi cation 

Test Available
940-668-8840 / 940-284-5162

Assoc. w/ Texoma Drilling  LIC 4743A1

Jack of all Trades
Home Repair

Painting • Carpentry
Odd Jobs • Handyman

940-372-1388

Gainesville Housing Authority has 3 dif-
ferent locations with available rentals. 
The Turner Apartments and Pecan Creek 
Village are for persons at least 62 years 
of age., Washington Court/ Walnut Lane 
are 2-bedrooms duplexes and 3-bedroom 
homes for rent. Rent and security deposit 
are based on your income. Stop by 715 
E. California to pickup application or go 
online at www.gainesvilletxhous-
ingauthority.com, for more infor-
mation please call 940-665-1747 

FOR RENT: 

Handy Man Service
Electricial Work, Tree Service, 
Lawn, House Repairs, Decks. 
24-hr Emergency Service
We can do it all and cheaper!

940-902-1396

Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates
940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939

Insured for Your Protection! References Available.

We Will Call You Back!

      • Removal
      • Trimming

• Stump Grinding
• Chipper Services

David’s Tree Service
5767 Hwy. 82 E. • 940-284-9663

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • Gainesville, TX

940.612.1898

Come in and Check out our
New Above Ground

Pool Display

Morales, Jose
Residen  al & Commercial

Mowing, Gardening,
Plan  ng, Tree Trimming

All Your Landscaping Needs
940-668-0470
940-902-2168Family Lawn Care

Services
corbincharles167@gmail.com
940-902-0506 Charles
940-577-8121 Valerie

Lawn Mower Service. Tree Trimming.
Call 940-580-8434 or 940-284-0410.

Chris Sleigh  (940) 514-4092
Interior/Exterior Painting • Hardwood Floors
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry • Stone Walkways

Drywall • Power Washing

We Honor
All Pre-Arranged

Funeral Plans
Regardless of When 
and Where it Was

Purchased. 
George J. Carroll 

and Son 
602 S. Lindsay
 940-665-3455

Licensed & Insured

RV Park
Singletree RV Park. 940-
255-6884. Monthly Rate 
$350 plus electric. 2222 
County Road 147. (RV 
Rental / Storage Avail-
able).
                                                                                   07/28

For Leasing Info
Please Call:

Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

FOR
RENT
1020 Lawrence 
1923 Weaver 
1504 E Tennie 
1508 E Tennie 
Shadowood 
Townhomes 

Lynwood Apts 
Aspen Apts

(Sanger)
603 E. Hwy 82

(Nocona)
(commercial lot)

826 N Main 
(Muenster)

If you’ve lost 
your cat or 

dog, be sure 
to check these 

places

Noah’s Ark 
Animal
Shelter

940-665-9800

Chance’s
Haven

940-902-3756

Red River 
SPCA

940-668-6714

Old Country Tree Service
Senior citizen discounts.

Free estimates.
We’re insured.

Call Now and Get 10 % OFF
940-443-4577
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If you live in Lake Kiowa, southern parts of Pct. 1 
and northern parts of Pct. 2 this affects you.

VOTE NO
FOR EMERGENCY SERVICE DISTRICT (ESD) on November 2nd

OVER 65 BEWARE, don’t be misled.  If this passes, your taxes will go up signi  cantly.  The appraisal district 
will appraise every piece of property within the district and revise it to re  ect the current value for this taxing entity 
only (ESD).  An oversight board will be established.  The board may vote to freeze it, but it will be at the revised 
value.  It’s my understanding the board may offer a maximum $10,000 exemption.  If you doubt me, please contact 
the Appraisal District.
E.g., if your home was appraised at $200,000 years ago and frozen, it will now be appraised at its current value.  If 
that value is now $400,000 and the tax rate is .010, you’ll now pay an additional $400 a year in taxes.  If over 
65 and the board agree to offer a $10,000 exemption and freeze it, you’ll pay approximately $390 more a year.  
Worst case, the board chooses not to support an over 65 tax freeze or any exemption.  Your property taxes are sub-
ject to increase every year to fund the ESD.
In addition to the property tax increase, they can impose a sales tax on local businesses within the district.  
Again, based on my understanding, if you make a purchase within the district it may cost you an additional two cents 
per dollar spent.  This could hurt local businesses because people may choose to shop outside the area.
Again, the supporters assure us that would never happen, but if questioned they say, oh, we aren’t the ones to make 
that decision, that will be for the appointed board to decide.
An ESD is a political subdivision and can levy taxes.  The board can actually draw a small salary.  The ESD 
doesn’t perform a single emergency service.  They collect money and pay someone else to perform the act.
The Concern:
The current supporters suggest they can’t sustain the current Rural Volunteer Fire Department (ICVFD), formerly the 
Lake Kiowa FD.  They stated they can’t keep volunteers and lack funding.  They currently operate on approximately 
$150,000 a year, a little over $12,000 a month.  
Proponents suggested solutions to Commissioners Court:
Construct a $2 million  re station on  ve acres at Lake Kiowa and a second $750,000  re station, outside Lake 
Kiowa, on an additional  ve acres, to serve the surrounding area.  Five acres is 3-4 city blocks in size.  Gainesville 
FD has several stations that don’t consume  ve acres in total.
They suggest six new vehicles: two brush trucks, one engine, two rescue trucks, and one tender, all on a ten year 
replacement schedule.  These vehicles will be used so little, if properly operated and maintained they should last 30 
years.  Each apparatus, in general, requires two people to operate ef  ciently; that would require 12  re  ghters on 
duty to effectively use that many pieces at any one time. 
They plan limited, paid staf  ng to cover peak times; however, in their proposals to the Commissioners Court, they 
said even with the ESD established they will have to rely heavily upon volunteers. 
The limited staff on duty will be insuf  cient to man enough equipment to be effective on a  re of any magnitude, thus 
requiring a volunteer response.  On any major  re you’ll have to rely on the same protocol you have in place today, 
where additional agencies are dispatched for support.
To man a full time Fire Department (FD) 24/7 will require about 21  re  ghters on staff.  What will a group that size do 
to utilize their time with the limited number of emergencies they will handle in a year? This formula suggests a lot of 
underutilized resources at taxpayer expense and unsustainable cost.  
In a medical emergency, you will still have to rely upon Cooke County EMS for transports, with the same 
response times as you have now.  The ESD does not plan to provide ambulance service even though the 
majority of their calls inside Lake Kiowa are medical related.
Lift assistance seems to make up the majority of the medical calls inside Lake Kiowa; while lift assistance and/or 
CPR might be handled more ef  ciently by the security staff with very little additional training, without ambulance ser-
vices, you will see no signi  cant improvement during a life threatening medical emergency.  You will continue to rely 
on volunteers and Cooke County EMS. 
Their proposed solution is not to sustain an existing rural VFD, it far exceeds that.  
They plan to establish a taxing entity, an (ESD) and create an elaborate operation with two new facilities, new 
equipment and paid staf  ng. 
Other volunteer FDs have the same issues as ICVFD, but it appears they have a different management philosophy 
that allows them to maintain volunteers and raise funds through grants and donations.  Other departments have built 
nice facilities and improved equipment.  They provide excellent services to their community and the county.  Their 
accomplishments have taken time, dedication and tremendous sweat equity, not tax increases.  
So how does the current ICVFD board plan to fund this elaborate project so quickly?
One board member actually stated the ESD needed to be created so they could begin to borrow money us-
ing the anticipated tax revenues.  Seems to imply, TAX and SPEND. 
Advocates’ initial proposals to the court focused heavily on a .010 tax increase for everyone within the dis-
trict; to maximize their revenue they actually increased the size of their proposed district, almost into Gainesville.  
The .010 tax rate per $100 property value will generate approximately $850,000 a year for the ESD, over 5x their 
current revenue.  Only after the court began to challenge their lack of a business model did they discuss lower rates 
that might be considered.  
The tax increase will provide the majority of us; inside and outside Lake Kiowa, two nice facilities, new vehicles and 
limited paid staf  ng, but it will likely provide no real safety enhancements.  If an incident occurs when the facilities 
aren’t staffed (which will be the majority of the time), we shouldn’t expect any changes in response times or services.  
They still need to address the real issue, how to reenergize and resurrect their volunteer program.
After listening to the advocates, the rate will likely have be set at .010, probably inde  nitely, if they plan to borrow 
money to fund their lofty, aggressive goals. 
Now, when you ask them about the tax rate, they quickly defer and say, oh we aren’t the ones that will set the rate, 
that’ll be up to the appointed board.  It sounds a lot like Congress’s strategy; vote for the ESD and we’ll tell you what 
it’s going to cost you later.  Trust us.
I encourage you to vote “NO” on November 2nd.  Early voting starts October 18th.
These are my personal concerns and observations that are not intended to represent the views of anyone else on 
the court. 

Thank you.
Gary Hollowell
Commissioner Pct. 1  

Pol. Adv. Paid for by Gary Hollowell, Treasurer, 4637 CR 107 Gainesville, TX, 76240.


